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Editorial
It is a true story. In this real life experience one
sees the essence of socio-cultural value system and how
people follow scrupulously as a result of which people are
known together, live together and have a common
identity. The peculiarity in santal society is that wherever
they go they carry with them three things, rice bear,
musical instruments and their language and culture. These
very unique features have introduced them mutually and
at once fraternity and belongingness are felt from very
core of heart. Albeit the same tendency of identifying each
other is being limited due to not carrying all or some of
the above features/traits and people have started
maintaining distance due to non use or not knowing about
all or some of the above.
It is a story of Santal people from various
geographical and political boundaries coming to a third
common place ostensibly in search of employment. They
are engaged in the primary sector and mostly in the
unorganized sector. But due to a common language they
can mingle with one another within very short span of
period and surprisingly they behave as if they knew each
other for years. This association may not be that smooth
for the people in the organized sector. They are hesitant to
come together at a pace which is seen in less privileged
group.
This is the story of Santals from Orissa and
Jharkhand meeting at a third state Chhattisgarh. From the
initial interaction they become friends and gradually they
started meeting each other frequently. In the Jharkhand
group, a girl of marriageable age was liked by a boy of
the Orissa group. The Orissa camp comprising of all the
bachelors liked the girl so that upon marriage, she could
prepare food for all of them. The intention was made
known to the Jharkhand group. Jharkhand group then
made preliminary enquiry on status of matching of group
and on being confirmed about its suitability soon
willingness of the girl was sought. On getting the
affirmative response from the girl, the head of the
Jharkhand group maintained that procedure should be
followed and before that one is completed it is not
permissible to stay together. The procedure of introducing
the girl before the village headman and other elders and
seeking her consent before all of them (TIRIL TARoB) is
a must. It was suggested that boy should take the girl to
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the boy’s village and complete the initial formality and
followed by marriage if possible. Then the boy proceeded
to his village along with the girl and on reaching to the
village first visited the traditional village headman
(mA.JHI) and narrated to him all the episodes. Soon after
all the village people gathered in a meeting with anxiety
and full of curiosity. On enquiry the villagers were
clueless about the locality and native place of the girl. The
girl also could not explain the locality and the route to
reach her place of birth. However, she had only one
mobile number as a means of contact. Boy’s side
contacted the other side via mobile and it was found that
the owner of the mobile was the neighbourhood
shopkeeper belonging to other caste. The two ways
contact was established but the exact location become
unexplainable from both the sides. The girl side was
somehow being narrated and told about the location citing
nearby place like Jamshedpur (in fact the distance of the
place is about 200 km). The girl side expressed their
inability to reach the place so soon and authorized the
counterpart to do all the needful and if necessary
solemnize the marriage in their absence also. The
formality of identification and consent (TIRIL TARoB)
was completed followed by marriage (ITUD SInDUR). The
story is being narrated keeping in view the moral of the
story which are as follows: people having deep relation
with the root know about the system and procedures being
followed in the society. While seeking alliance, group
identity is asked to ascertain the coherence of relationship.
People still believe each other and very easily can send
their daughter with a seemingly unknown person. The
common bonding is the Santal identity. The fellow feeling
sense and bond of belongingness are so strong that people
continue to count each other as their counterpart only.
Geographical and political boundary/ isolation has not
been able to intrude into their social life. The consent of
the girl has to be established before the elders and after
that also consent of the girl’s side is sought to proceed
further. The confidence and trust in the society is still
working when chaos and indiscipline is all pervasive in
other neighbourhood societies.
However, we fear
sometimes when we ask ourselves, how long we will be
able to carry on this pristine legacy of our forefathers.
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CENTENARY SEMINAR ON SHYAM SUNDAR HEMBRAM AT BHANJA BHAWAN, ROURKELA,
ORISSA HELD ON 6TH JUNE 2009.
The Centenary Seminar on Shyam Sundar Hembram
was organized by Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi in
collaboration with ASECA, Rourkela branch at Bhanja
Bhawan, Rourkela on 6th June 2009. Noha Tirla Gaonta
had also joined hands in organizing the ceremony
successfully. Eminent writers, social leaders were
invited to the seminar to share their experience and
thoughts with the audience. The speakers talked on
“Role of Shyam Sundar Hembram in Santali
literature” and “Shyam Sundar Hembram as a
social reformer”
The seminar started with traditional opening songs,
bonga buru and garlanding the portrait of Shyam
Sundar Hembram and Pandit Raghunath Murmu. A
sizable literature lover and social enthusiasts from the
ispat city participated throughout the day with great
zeal and attention.
The invitees include: Shri Uday Nath Majhi, Shri
Jadumani Besra, Dr. Krishna Chandra Tudu, Dr.
Debraj Hansdah, Shri Gangadhar Hansdah, Shri Rabilal
Tudu, Shri Bhogla Soren, Shri Ramdas Soren, Shri
Purna Chandra Hembram, Shri Surai Hembram, Shri
Ishwar Chandra Soren, Shri Ramdas Murmu, Shri Debi
Prasanna Beshra, Shri Pitambar Marndi etc.

During the Seminar, a Santali Literary Journal
“Tetang” brought out as Special edition in memory of
Shyam Sundar Hembram by ASECA, Rourkela Branch
& Noha Tirla Gaonta was inaugurated.

admiration to the representatives of Sahitya Akademi,
Shri Ramrai Majhi, President and Shri Arjun Marndi,
Secretary, Shri Arjun Murmu, Shri Jadunath Murmu,
Mrs. Dikumani Hansdah and other members of ASECA
and Noha Tirla Gaonta for their dedication and sparing
The participants thanked and expressed their heartfelt time to organize this event successfully.
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