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Editorial
Human tendency is to live independent so far
as most of the requirements of life are being fulfilled.
They tend to come together when they come across
some complex as well as difficult situation which are
beyond their power to encounter or face. In such
scenario they come together as a group to overcome
emerging challenges, bring fortunes, wellbeing and
tide over the difficulties. It has been seen that the
camaraderie and belongingness has undergone
change over a period of time as the civilization
progressed and people moved forward. The need and
requirement also are changing as per the prevailing
situation and predominant occupation. The pattern of
change in occupation gives rise to a separate identity
and outlook which is quite different from the
aspiration and expectations of people at grassroots
level. There may be marked difference in thinking
and attitude but one identity binds them together in
the midst of many layered sub identification. Santals
today are sharing a unique identity but at the same
time are growing at different pace, outlook and
environment. Due to this mismatch they have
developed a layered identity which is natural keeping
in view the development level and living standard.
However, in such situation where collectively or
individually they are confronted with outside
pressures which are beyond their capacity, at that
point of time and situation they are immediately try
to resurrect the neglected bonding and endeavour to
project the problem as a group problem. In such
scenario, the original identity is invoked but on
several other occasions it is not promoted through
proper care, due intensity and positivity.
With winter setting in, all across the country
where Santals are settled, the places become active
with activities like organizing cultural events, family
get together etc. apart from observing the traditional
festivals. In a way the harvest season is synonymous
with the joyous activities and energetic
manifestation. The urban areas do not remain as
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exception to such activities. In all metro cities, there
are some kind of activities that are being organized to
demonstrate solidarity and oneness. This limited way
of expression, however, though not materializing into
a great force but at least manage to keep some people
together with a feeling of commonness and
belongingness. If seen in other communities’ context,
the same kind of fraternity is being translated into a
major level of bonding leading to personal as well as
community development.
It is nice to come across some professionals
from Santal community who are coming together to
form an association for promoting themselves as well
as to do some good work for the larger interest of the
entire population. The Santali Writers’ association is
such an example which is going to celebrate its Silver
Jubilee this year on 15th, 16th and 17th December
2012. There are other associations of Engineers,
Doctors, Bankers, Officers, Non Gazetted Officers
etc. These associations are spread across length and
breadth of the country and are doing as per their
ability to do something at least for themselves. It is a
good practice and approach to have concern at least
for the people belonging to same profession. The
noble idea of bridging the gap through collective
wisdom and approach in an effort to demonstrate
emancipation is definitely a welcome step and it
should be strengthened from time to time with
goodwill and spirit of care and share.
One pertinent expectation from such groups
who are definitely better in terms of wealth and
formal education is that they should direct some of
their goodwill towards the benefits of the people at
grassroots level. The expectations are genuine and
they deserve to be guided and supported where they
do not find any avenue and become helpless and
hopeless. The interaction should be maintained with
the common people so that they also feel a sense of
empowerment through their association with the elite
groups.
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The detailed age wise and education level wise break up of Santals in Jharkhand is depicted as per below table.
Out of total 24,10,509 Santals in Jharkhand, only 658,261 (27.31%) are educated and balance 17,52,248 (72.69%)
Santals in Jharkhand are illiterate. Among the literates, 13,000 are graduates or above, 87,350 people are above
Matric but below graduate and 5,57,908 are having below Matric level education.

Let us assume the best case theoretical scenario that all children aged between 0 to 14 are either going or likely to
go to school for education and will be literate in coming days and years. There are still balance remaining
whopping 10,45,058 (43%) illiterate Santals, aged between 15 to 80+ years are living in the state of Jharkhand.
December 2012
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The government in centre, state and other interested group like NGOs need to frame suitable policy for these 43%
adult Santals’ education in order to substantially improve the education profile of Santals in Jharkhand and India.
=================================================================================

Supreme Court Judgment on atrocities to a Bhil woman in Maharashtra
(The Text of the judgment is reproduced below for the readers)
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CRIMINAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
CRIMINAL APPEAL NO. ___11_____/2011
(Arising out of Special Leave Petition (Crl) No.
10367 of 2010)

beaten and abused by the accused
herein.
6.

Kailas & Others .. Appellant (s)
-versusState of Maharashtra TR. .. Respondent (s)
Taluka P.S.
JUDGMENT
1.

Leave granted.

2.

This appeal has been filed against the
final
judgment
and
order
dated
10.03.2010 in Criminal Appeal No. 62 of
1998 passed by the Aurangabad Bench
of Bombay High Court.

3.
4.

5.
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Heard learned counsel for the appellants.
This appeal furnishes a typical instance
of how many of our people in India have
been
treating
the
tribal
people
(Scheduled Tribes or Adivasis), who are
probably the descendants of the original
inhabitants of India, but now constitute
only about 8% of our total population, and
as a group are one of the most
marginalized and vulnerable communities
in India characterized by high level of
poverty,
illiteracy,
unemployment,
disease, and landlessness.
The victim in the present case is a young
woman Nandabai 25 years of age
belonging to the Bhil tribe which is a
Scheduled Tribe (ST) in Maharashtra,
who was beaten with fists and kicks and
stripped naked by the accused persons
after tearing her blouse and brassieres
and then got paraded in naked condition
on the road of a village while being

The four accused were convicted by the
Additional Sessions Judge, Ahmednagar
on 05.02.1998 under Sections 452, 354,
323, 506(2) read with Section 34 IPC and
sentenced to suffer RI for six months and
to pay a fine of Rs. 100/-. They were also
sentenced to suffer RI for one year and to
pay a fine of Rs. 100/- for the offence
punishable under Sections 354/34 IPC.

They were also sentenced under Section 323/34
IPC and sentenced to three months RI and to
pay a fine of Rs. 100/-. The appellants were
further convicted under Section 3 of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 and
sentenced to suffer RI for one year and to pay a
fine of Rs. 100/-.
7.

In appeal before the High Court the
appellants were acquitted of the offence
under Section 3 of the SC/ST Act, but the
conviction under the provisions of the IPC
were confirmed. However, that part of the
order regarding fine was set aside and
each of the appellant was directed to pay
a fine of Rs. 5000/- only to the victim
Nandabai.

8.

The prosecution case is that the victim
Nandabai who belongs to the Bhil
community was residing with her father,
handicapped brother, and lunatic sister.
She had illicit relations with PW9 Vikram
and had given birth to his daughter and
was also pregnant through him for a
second time. Vikram belongs to a higher
caste and his marriage was being
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R.N.I. No.: DELENG/2002/7069

Postal Regn. No. DL(N) 06/0015/09-11

arranged by his family with a woman of
his own caste. On 13.5.1994 at about
5.00 P.M. when the victim Nandabai was
at her house the four accused went to her
house and asked why she had illicit
relations with Vikram and started beating
her with fists and kicks. At that time the
accused Kailas and Balu held her hands
while accused Subabai @ Subhadra
removed her sari. The accused Subhash
then removed her petticoat and accused
Subabai tore the blouse and brassiere of
the victim Nandabai. Thereafter the
accused Subabai and Balu paraded the
victim Nandabai on the road of the village
and at that time the four accused herein
were beating and abusing the victim
Nandabai.
9.

At about 8.40 p.m. an FIR was lodged at
Taluka
Police
Station
and
after
investigation a charge-sheet was filed.
After taking evidence the learned

Additional Sessions Judge convicted the
accused.
10.

As already mentioned above, the
conviction under the provisions of the IPC
have been upheld but that under the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 have
been set aside.

11.

We are surprised that the conviction of
the accused under the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 was set aside on
hyper technical grounds that the Caste
Certificate was not produced and
investigation by a Police Officer of the
rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police
was not done. These appear to be only
technicalities and hardly a ground for
acquittal, but since no appeal has been
filed against that part of the High Court
judgment, we are now not going into it.

(To be continued…)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Learning Teaching Problem of Tribal Children
(Source: Orissa Primary Education Programme Authority)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
{Continued from November 2012 issue…}

• Inappropriate planning for providing suitable TLM
Strategic planning and intervention category are:
to tribal children
• Inappropriate planning for satisfying learning
• Inappropriate implementation of school level
needs of tribal children
policies in tribal areas
• Inappropriate planning in the location of schools
to provide necessary
(Concluded)
access to tribal children for schooling
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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