(A monthly Journal from All India ASECA)
Website: www.allindiaaseca.org

V o l u m e: XI

I s s u e: 2

E-mail: allindiaaseca@hotmail.com

F e b r u a r y, 2 0 1 2

Annual Subscription Rs50/-

Single copy Rs5/-

Editorial
It has become a part of general knowledge that
December 22 is the Santali language day. Many parts of
the country, the celebration is organised to commemorate
this historical realization and epoch making event in the
history of Santals. The organisers though are disjointed
entity, however, crave to sensitise people on the
requirement and importance of the issue with same kind of
commitment and zeal. The information sharing platform is
being created and people are benefitted out of this exercise
and involvement. The momentum is being maintained
throughout these year since Santali was included in the 8th
Schedule of the Constitution of India on 22nd December
2003.
After attending one such function at Bhubaneswar
organised by Jaher Ayo Mahila Samiti, the feedback was
intended to be sent to the Organisers. However, on a
second thought it is considered germane to share this piece
of information and feedback considering the uniqueness of
the organisers. The way the function was organised and
conducted should be highlighted for the benefit of the
others as this development would be sufficient to
encourage and inspire the organisers at other places in
India.
The uniqueness of the approach is that the
organisation is managed by motivated and energetic
women of Bhubaneswar. The arrangement and other
aspect need commendation considering the difficulties
with which the same is being organised. The all women
group need unequivocal support from all quarters so that
they could excel further in their future endeavour. It is
always a challenging task to come together and group
together under one umbrella to pursue a particular issue or
the collection of issues. It is a healthy development and
desirable involvement to see situations, analyse the
impacts and think about the future course of actions and
directions. This kind of ladies’ group should be formed
everywhere in order to bring in an order in the society.
Like any other organisation, this group also has
plans and actions and these are being discussed from time
to time but it is seen that the plans and actions do not
match the actual capability of the group. Though plans are
reflections of the thought process and intention but in real
life situation it is very difficult to translate ideas into
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reality. As such all the plans and actions remain in the
paper only. It is in this context humble submission would
be to do some simple tasks rather than talking about many
capital intensive projects. One should concentrate on
spreading some awareness and knowledge.
It is being observed that some persons are
spreading borrowed religious practices or beliefs in the
Santal society. The approach is through a structured
method and collection of people who are trying to impress
people and even becoming successful in making them
believe about new practices. The spread of misinformation
is reaching such a height that it will become very difficult
to correct the path which is being destroyed by others
through relentless concerted efforts. The response should
address to the real life difficulties and in this process in
the long run knowledge level would percolate down to
various strata of the society. It is very easy to lose
something but always it takes a long time and consumes
lot of energy to regain the same property. The ladies
groups as such should concentrate on social affairs dealing
with the processes and procedures which are being
required in real life in maintaining the social identity,
decorum, discipline and decency.
It is generally observed that social functions are
not being supervised by any expert. The common practice
is that the concerned person is conducting and executing
the social customs, rituals and processes with difficulty.
In the rural places women are responsible for
many social activities and actions but in urban centres it is
very hard to find a person preferably ladies who would be
having adequate knowledge on social affairs and customs.
Under such circumstances, these ladies’ group
should sit together and pool together resources so as to
develop a pool of talented experts on social affairs so that
whenever some social functions are contemplated in the
urban areas or rural areas, experts from such group should
be able to direct the whole affairs as a result the execution
becomes disciplined and turned out to be in order. The
discipline and regime should be deliberated and
disseminated so that people at various strata of life could
be benefited. Otherwise, the present state of affairs of
cacophony during any social function is enough to
confuse and instill contradiction among the people.
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Unraveling Indian Census Data on Santals (Education)
By Sanatan Marandi
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Education profile is clearly a major indicator of any human individual or a group’s development In this modern
global era, but at times some of the educated people also does not act like social & human being and indulge
themselves in the anti social / anti human activities like corruption, terrorism, untauchability, unequality,
oppression etc. I will therefore like to use the word proper education for the greater cause of human prosperity,
development & well being. Also literacy only for learning alphabets or self’s signature or literacy only for read &
write skill are not of much use in the parlors of proper education.

Santals originally were living in villages deep inside jungles and mostly were cultivator and daily laborers. Over
the period of time, with the present system of pseudo development process of assimilation, some of the Santals
February 2012

ASECA CHANNEL

2

have moved out from their original villages for various purposes like education, Job, earning livelihood etc. and
now a days they can be found in all most all the districts in India and even outside India also.
The Table above depicts the district wise list of Santals’ education profile in the state of Orissa as per Census
2001. From the table it is observed that the literacy level of Santals wherever they might have migrated are not
much encouraging, meaning thereby that a lot of illiterate Sanatls have also migrated to other parts of the states or
the country, mostly in search of blue collar jobs and for earning livelihood.
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Learning Teaching Problem of Tribal Children
(Source: Orissa Primary Education Programme Authority)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
{Continued from January 2011 issue…}

An examination would reveal poor state of affairs
in all the characteristics. Hence, if Saora children
are to be cared for in the educational institution,
attention
should
be
focused
on
these
characteristics.
General Factors
Some general factors regarding ecology, attitudes
and pedagogy used in teaching and learning
process indicate socio-economic environment is
much below than what is expected for better
learning. Attitude of people for MLE is fairly good
and classroom is relatively enjoyable for children
to learn.
From this observation one can feel that various
socio-economic development programme must
address to fulfill the needs of Saora children so
that they may come to school, stay in school and
achieve in school.

BONDA
This section indicates the opinions of PRI and
School Headmasters whose interaction in the
study were recorded in regard to the availability of
school infrastructure, resources available for MLE,
children characteristics and some general factors.

Responses of Local PRIs and School
Headmasters:Availability of school infrastructure
While classroom and garden space are available
in nearly 36% and 64%of the institutions, activity
and teachers room including office space are
available.
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Similarly open space is found in one-third of the
schools, sanitary facilities are available in onethird of the institutions, which means the need for
the improvement in infrastructures.
Resources available
Implementation

for

MLE

Programme

Unfortunately observation would reveal that such
resources has competent teachers, teachers
having knowledge of MT, educational channels,
audio visual and audio visual aids are negligible.
The only plus point is the level of community
involvement in MLE programme to the tune of
63.64%.
The entry suggests that for the proper
implementation of MLE Programme there is a
need for increasing these resources.
Children Characteristics
Responses of local PRIs and School
Headmasters
regarding
the
children's
characteristics
The responses of local PRIs and School
Headmasters on children characteristics such as
Enrolment, Attendance, Dropout, Cognitive
abilities, Reading Ability, Vocabulary, Achievement
in Languages and Achievement in Mathematics.
An examination would reveal poor state of affairs
in all the characteristics named. Hence, if Bonda
children are to be cared for in the educational
institution, attention should be focused on these
characteristics.
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General Factors
Some general factors regarding ecology, attitudes
and pedagogy used in teaching and learning
process indicate socio-economic environment is
much below than what is expected for better
learning. Attitude of people for MLE is fairly good
and classroom is relatively enjoyable for children
to learn.
From this observation one can feel that various
socio-economic development programme must
address to fulfill the needs of Bonda children so
that they may come to school, stay in school and
achieve in school.

JUANGA
This section indicates the opinions of PRI and
School Headmasters whose interaction in the
study were recorded in regard to the availability of
school infrastructure, resources available for MLE,
children characteristics and some general factors.

Responses of
Headmasters

Local

PRIs

and

School

having knowledge of MT, educational channels,
audio visual and audio visual aids are negligible.
The only plus point is the level of community
involvement in MLE programme to the tune of
60%.
The entry suggests that for the proper
implementation of MLE Programme there is a
need for increasing these resources.

Children Characteristics
Responses of local PRIs and School
Headmasters
regarding
the
children's
characteristics
The responses of local PRIs and School
Headmasters on children characteristics such as
Enrolment, Attendance, Dropout, Cognitive
abilities, Reading Ability, Vocabulary, Achievement
in Languages and Achievement in Mathematics.
An examination would reveal poor state of affairs
in all the characteristics named above. Hence, if
Juanga children are to be cared for in the
educational institution, attention should be focused
on these characteristics.

Availability of school infrastructure
General Factors regarding ecology, attitudes and
While classroom and garden space are available
pedagogy
used in teaching and learning process
in nearly 50% of the institutions, activity and
indicate
socio-economic
environment is much
teachers room including office space are
below than what is expected for better learning.
conspicuously absent. This is a very negative
Attitude of people for MLE is fairly good and
situation
because
we
are
emphasizing
classroom is relatively enjoyable for children to
activitybased learning. Similarly open space is
learn.
found in one-third of the schools, sanitary facilities
From this observation one can feel that various
are available in one-third of the institutions which
socio-economic development programme must
means the need for the improvement in
address to fulfill the needs of Juanga children so
infrastructures.
that they may come to school, stay in school and
Resources available for MLE Programme
achieve in school.
Implementation
Unfortunately observation would reveal that such
{To be continued…}
resources has competent teachers, teachers
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