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Editorial
The Supreme Court judgment on atrocity on a
Bhil woman, which is currently published serially, is
an initiative to spread the awareness through
dissemination of information. This kind of atrocities
with severe degree of inhumanity are inflicted on
such hapless people from time to time with impunity
and without fear of establishment and other social
institutions. Continuously, the sensitive people of this
country have been engaged vociferously to bring in
some changes, improvements in the legislation,
executive and judicial system to give women of India
a space to live with dignity, self respect and without
fear. The demand is burgeoning over the years and
has reached a new height and proportion after a gang
rape in Delhi in the month of December 2012 where
after few days the girl had succumbed to her grievous
injuries. There is a large scale outcry to contain and
root out the culture of attacking women in some form
or the other so that they could feel secured and as
such the society at large also co-exist in a peaceful
environment.
It is unfortunate to note that there are a
number of unreported cases of atrocities on women.
The news become public or grab the public attention
whenever the atrocities inflicted on the victim lead
to loss of life due to grotesque nature of injury. The
conscience of the people do not approve such
atrocities and spontaneously reactions erupt against
such practice or attack. Mostly, it is seen that the
women belonging to downtrodden section of the
society, generally bear the brunt of atrocities in the
form of sexual attack or exploitation. However, they
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are not much affected with other forms of atrocities
such as dowry, inequality, gender bias etc. Usually,
tribal community safeguards their women folk with
the highest level of dignity, equality, independence
and self respect. The community provides them
protection, and it reacts immediately whenever
modesty of a woman is outraged by a person within
the community and the reaction can be dangerous,
out of control whenever the perpetrator belongs to a
person from outside community. This tendency has
become a factor of deterrence where inter community
people do not venture to hurt the sentiments by
attacking the women of each others' community. The
incident like parading a woman naked without fear of
public outrage is something unbelievable but the
Supreme Court case makes us to believe that such
incident too occurs. There is something seriously
amiss in the Bhil community where they are not able
to protect the dignity and modesty of a woman. It
may not be out of context to mention that Santal
community does not close its eyes to such inhuman
treatment to its own women as well as women of the
neighbourhood communities.
The lessons are learned from the experiences
and good behaviour is exchanged for the betterment
and welfare of the society. Any form of atrocities on
humankind should not be overlooked and everyone
as per one's abilities should contribute towards
ameliorating the situation to bring in peace,
prosperity and happiness in the society in general and
some deprived, weaker sections of the society in
particular.
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More than 80% peoples in India live in villages and profession of majority is cultivation. The table below depicts the
education profiles of Santals living in the villages of Jharkhand state. The overall level of Santal literacy in
Jharkhand villages is 32.16% where as female is 18.27% and male is 45% (more than double of female). There are
only 9820 Santals in villages of Jharkhand state whose education level is graduation or above.
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It may be noted that Jharkhand is the State where population of Santals is the largest amongst the tribes in the
state. The more than one million (60%) uneducated village Santals are having age profile from 15 years and above.
So this group of Santals has to be educated in order to change substantially the literacy profile of overall Santals in
India.
================================================================================

Supreme Court Judgment on atrocities to a Bhil woman in Maharashtra
============================================================
(The Text of the judgment is reproduced below for the readers)
{Continued from December 2012 issue...}

12. There is the evidence of the victim
Nandabai PW4 herself and we see no
reason to disbelieve the same. Although
many of the witnesses have turned hostile,
we see no reason to disbelieve the
statement of the victim Nandabai. In fact,
PW9 Vikram supported the prosecution case
to some extent. He has accepted his illicit
relations with victim Nandabai and admitted
that he had a daughter from her and she
was pregnant for a second time through him.
Even though he did not support the actual
incident, we are of the opinion that Vikram’s
evidence at least on the points admitted by
him corroborates the evidence of victim
Nandabai.
13. PW2 Narendra Kalamkar has proved the
spot panchanama Exh. 12. He stated that
the panchanama was drawn in front of the
house of PW4, the victim Nandabai. At the
time of the panchanama, Nandabai was
accompanied by the police and she had
shown the entire area from her house to the
place in front of the shop of PW3 Shankar
Pawar. The police seized the clothes in torn
condition, produced by PW4 Nandabai.
There were pieces of bangles lying in front of
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the house. Hence there is no reason to
disbelieve PW2 Narendra Kalamkar.
14. It appears that the accused are powerful
persons in the village inasmuch as that all
the eye-witnesses have turned hostile out of
fear or some inducement. However, PW8 Dr.
Ashok Ingale proved the medical certificate
Exh. 26 and stated that there were two
contusions on the person of the victim.
15. The parade of a tribal woman on the
village road in broad day light is shameful,
shocking and outrageous. The dishonor of
the victim Nandabai called for harsher
punishment, and we are surprised that the
State Government did not file any appeal for
enhancement of the punishment awarded by
the Additional Sessions Judge.
16. It is alleged by the appellants that the
people belonging to the Bhil community live
in torn clothes as they do not have proper
clothes to wear. This itself shows the
mentality of the accused who regard tribal
people as inferior or sub-humans. This is
totally unacceptable in modern India.
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17. The Bhils are probably the descendants
of some of the original inhabitants of India
living in various parts of the country
particularly
southern
Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh etc. They are
mostly tribal people and have managed to
preserve many of their tribal customs despite
many oppressions and atrocities from other
communities.
18. It is stated in the Article ‘World Directory
of Minorities and Indigenous Peoples –
India: Advasis’, that in Maharashtra Bhils
were mercilessly persecuted in the 17th
century. If a criminal was caught and found
to be a Bhil, he or she was often killed on the
spot. Historical accounts tell us of entire Bhil
communities being killed and wiped out.
Hence, Bhils retreated to the strongholds of
the hills and forests.
19. Thus Bhils are probably the descendants
of some of the original inhabitants of India
known as the ‘aborigines’ or Scheduled
Tribes (Adivasis), who presently comprise of
only about 8% of the population of India. The
rest 92 % of the population of India consists
of descendants of immigrants. Thus India is
broadly a country of immigrants like North
America. We may consider this in some
detail. India is broadly a country of
immigrants
20. While North America (USA and Canada)
is a country of new immigrants, who came

mainly from Europe over the last four or five
centuries, India is a country of old
immigrants in which people have been
coming in over the last ten thousand years
or so. Probably about 92% people living in
India today are descendants of immigrants,
who came mainly from the North-West, and
to a lesser extent from the North-East. Since
this is a point of great importance for the
understanding of our country, it is necessary
to go into it in some detail.
21. People migrate from uncomfortable
areas to comfortable areas. This is natural
because everyone wants to live in comfort.
Before the coming of modern industry there
were agricultural societies everywhere, and
India was a paradise for these because
agriculture requires level land, fertile soil,
plenty of water for irrigation etc. which was in
abundance in India. Why should anybody
living in India migrate to, say, Afghanistan
which has a harsh terrain, rocky and
mountainous and covered with snow for
several months in a year when one cannot
grow any crop? Hence, almost all
immigrations and invasions came from
outside into India (except those Indians who
were sent out during British rule as
indentured labour, and the recent migration
of a few million Indians to the developed
countries for job opportunities). There is
perhaps not a single instance of an invasion
from India to outside India.
(To be continued…)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FROM:
If undelivered please return to:
ALL INDIA ASECA,
SFS Flat No. 326, Pocket 10,
Sector 11 (Extension), Rohini,
Delhi - 110 085.
• Editor: Purna Chandra Hembram• Published and Printed by Kuanr Chandra Kisku on behalf of All India Adivasi Socio Educational and Cultural
Association (Registered), New Delhi • Printed at S. K. Enterprises, B- 975, Mangol Puri, Delhi 110 083 and published from SFS Flat No. 326, Pocket
10, Sector 11 (Extension), Rohini, Delhi 110 085.

January 2013

ASECA CHANNEL

4

