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Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India.  2. Shri L. K. Advani, Hon'ble Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Home Affairs; Personnel, Pensions and Public Grievances. 3. Shri T. R. 
Balu, Hon'ble Minister for Env. & Forests. 4. Shri Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa, Hon'ble Minister for 
Chemicals & Fertilizers. 5. Shri George Fernandes, Hon'ble Minister for Defence. 6. Shri Anant 
Gangaram Geete, Hon'ble Minister for Power. 7. Shri Syed Shahnawaz Hussain, Hon'ble Minister 
for Textiles. 8. Shri Jagmohan, Hon’ble Minister for Tourism and Culture. 9. Shri Arun Jaitley, 
Hon’ble Minister for Law & Justice, Commerce & Industry. 10. Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya, Hon’ble 
Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment. 11. Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, Hon’ble Minister for 
HRD, S&T. 12. Maj Gen. (Retd.) B. C. Khanduri, AVSM Hon’ble Minister for Road Transport & 
Highways. 13. Shri Murasoli Maran, Hon’ble Minister. 14. Shri Subodh Mohite, Hon’ble Minister 
for Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises. 15. Shri Kariya Munda, Hon’ble Minister for Coal. 16. 
Shri Ram Naik, Hon'ble Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas. 17. Shri Nitish Kumar, Hon'ble 
Minister for Railways. 18. Shri Jual Oram, Hon'ble Minister for Tribal Affairs. 19. Shri Kashi Ram 
Rana, Hon'ble Minister for Rural Development. 20. Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, Hon'ble Minister for 
Water Resources. 21. Shri Arun Shourie, Hon'ble Minister for Disinvestment, Communications and 
IT. 22. Shri Jaswant Singh, Hon'ble Minister for Finance & Company Affairs. 23. Shri Rajnath 
Singh, Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture. 24. Shri Satrughan Sinha, Hon'ble Minister for Shipping. 
25. Shri Yashwant Sinha, Hon'ble Minister for External Affairs. 26. Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Hon'ble 
Minister for Health & Family Welfare, Parliamentary Affairs. 27. Dr. C. P. Thakur, Hon'ble Minister 
for SSI, Development of NE Region. 28. Dr. Sahib Singh Verma, Hon'ble Minister for Labour. 29. 
Shri Vikram Verma, Hon'ble Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports. 30. Shri Sharad Yadav, 
Hon'ble Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. 

 

Sub: Santali Language – Inclusion in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution 
regarding  

Respected Sir, 
 

This has reference to the media reports pertaining to the decision of the Union Cabinet 
on 31st July, 2003 to include Bodo Language as 19th language in the Eighth Schedule of 
the Constitution of India.  The decision of the Cabinet is highly appreciable and we the 
members of this Association express our deep gratitude to the Union Cabinet for deciding 
to include a tribal language in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India. We, at the 
same time, are hopeful that the Union Cabinet shall take a decision soon to include  
“Santali” language in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.        Contd. p. 2 
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It will not be out of place to mention here that Santali is an independent language 

spoken by over 7 million to 8 million people. The speakers of this language are spread 
mainly in the states of Jharkhand, Orissa, West Bengal, Bihar and Assam. The Santali 
speakers are also spread across the border namely in Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar. 
The existence of script “Ol Chiki” for the language has been a tool of uniformity across 
the states. The demand for its inclusion is as old as the Constitution of India itself.   

Some of the important developments vis-à-vis implementation of Santali language in the 
country are given below: 

 
1. Primary Education in Santali has already started in the States of Orissa and West 

Bengal. Government of Jharkhand has already initiated actions in this regard; 
2. Govt. of West Bengal has officially recognized “Ol Chiki” as the script of the Santali 

language since 1979; 
3. Passing of a unanimous resolution by the West Bengal Assembly seeking recognition 

of Santali language and forwarded the same to the Central Government for taking 
appropriate action; 

4. Santali has been introduced in the Secondary Board Examination in West Bengal; 
5. West Bengal Government vide resolution dated 5.3.2001 had constituted a 

“Committee on Santali Language” to examine and review the feasibility of teaching 
of Santali language in Ol Chiki script under the Chairmanship of Dr. Pabitra Sarkar, 
Ex-Vice Chancellor of Rabindra Bharati Viswa Vidyalaya. The Committee has 
submitted its report recommending among other things due recognition for Santali 
language for overall development of the community. The recommendations are under 
implementation by the Government of West Bengal; 

6. Sidhu Kanhu Murmu University, Dumka, Jharkhand offers a BA and an MA course 
in Santali; 

7. Ranchi University offers MA course in Santali; 
8. Vinova Bhave University, Jharkhand offers Santali in Intermediate of Arts; 
9. A number of published Books both Literary and Text books , Journals, Periodicals 

are available; 
10. A living and rich language continuously being deprived of recognition from Central 

Government which affects its further development in general and community 
development in particular. 
It may be mentioned that the demand has been brought to the  kind notice of Hon’ble 

Prime Minister and other concerned among others by Shri Salkhan Murmu, Hon’ble M.P. 
and Mrs. Droupadi Murmu, Hon’ble Minister, Govt. of Orissa. Hon’ble M.Ps. namely Shri 
Basudeb Acharia, Dr. Ram Chandra Dome, Shri Rupchand Murmu, Smt. Sandhya Bauri, 
Prof. Rasa Singh Rawat, Shri M. A. Kharabela Swain et al have from time to time 
demanded in the Parliament to include this language in the Eighth Schedule of the 
Constitution.  Moreover,  recent    announcement   of   Shri  Arjun  Munda,  Hon’ble  Chief        
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Minister of Jharkhand to include this language in the Eighth Schedule by 15th of 
November, 2003 has raised the hope of the Santal people to the zenith.  
 

Considering the above, we appeal to the Union Cabinet to take a decision to include this 
language in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. It would be a gift to the Santal people 
from the Central Government on the eve of ensuing Birth Centenary Year (2004-05) of 
Pandit Raghunath Murmu, the inventor of Ol Chiki. We also sincerely hope and appeal to 
leaders of other political parties to extend their support for this genuine cause.   
 
Thanking you, 

Yours faithfully, 
 

(P. C. Hembram) 
General Secretary 

Copy for kind information and necessary action to: 
 

1. Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, Lok Sabha 
2. Shri Arjun Munda, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Jharkhand 
3. Shri Babulal Marandi, Hon’ble Ex-Chief Minister, Jharkhand 
4. Shri Somnath Chatterjee, Hon’ble M.P. 
5. Shri Salkhan Murmu, Hon’ble M.P. 
6. Shri Basudeb Acharia, Hon’ble M.P. 
7. Dr. Ram Chandra Dome, Hon’ble M.P. 
8. Smt. Sandhya Bauri, Hon’ble M.P. 
9. Shri M.A. Kharabela Swain, Hon’ble M.P. 
10. Shri Shibu Soren, Hon’ble M.P. 
11. Shri Rupchand Murmu, Hon’ble M.P. 
12. Prof. Rasa Singh Rawat, Hon’ble M.P. 
13. Shri Prithibi Majhi, Hon’ble Speaker, Assam Legislative Assembly 
14. Smt. Joba Manjhi, Hon’ble Minister, Govt. of Jharkhand 
15. Smt. Droupadi Murmu, Hon’ble Minister, Govt. of Orissa 
16. Shri Upen Kisku, Hon’ble Minister, Govt. of West Bengal 
17. Shri Maheswar Murmu, Hon’ble Minister, Govt. of West Bengal 
18. Shri Chaitanya Prasad Majhi, Hon’ble Ex-Minister, Govt. of Orissa 
19. Smt. Saraswati Hembram, Hon’ble Ex-Minister, Govt. of Orissa 
20. ASECAs (Jharkhand, Orissa, West Bengal) 
21. Adim Owar Jarpa, Bhubaneswar, Jumid Kherwal, Cuttack 

 
(P. C. Hembram) 

General Secretary 
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